1819]       DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN

APRIL

Such, lovely weather. The trees are all breaking into
leaf, all is so fresh. Really I think the spring is the best
season. It has the same bloom of freshness like a young
child. I must really marry. I am sick of the thraldom
of Madame S. I have begun to dislike her. Of course, I
blame myself, but still she was older than me. I am
quite sick of this liaison. I have tried to break it on
several occasions but she makes such scenes, and as I
am rather weak where women are concerned I always
give in.

APRIL 8

There is much entertaining at present, but I am keeping
very quiet. I really have not felt at all well for some
time. My teeth have been giving me a great deal of
trouble. The dentist says it is from the fever I had in
Russia and the intense cold there. I will be glad when
we get to the quiet of Geneva; I love going on the lake.
Father has a horror of my sailing. Two of his cousins
on the twenty-first birthday of the eldest went for a sail in
a new boat that had been given to the latter for his birth-
day. Their house is actually on the lake on the way by the
lower road to Pregny. The wind is very treacherous on the
lake on account of the surrounding mountains. The boat
capsized in full view of both their father and mother and
both of the lads were drowned before help could be
obtained to rescue them. By their death, father was
left the last male of the Gallatin family.

APRIL 20

I was told such an interesting story to-day about Robert
Fulton.* It seems during the Terror he was in Paris;
wishing to go to England on business he obtained a permit

* Robert Fulton (inventor), first steamboat on the Seine, Paris, Au-
gust 9,1803. At New York, 1807, started a steamboat, the Clermont,
on the Hudson River.                                             .
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 never seen a happier couple in my
